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Lara Logan addressing the women at the JUF Lion Luncheon.

Lions roar at powerful Women's
Division luncheon

Lion Luncheon honors ‘community treasure’ Merle
Cohen, features courageous journalist Lara Logan

By ROCHELLE NEWMAN RUBINOFF

FOUR HUNDRED WOMEN who gathered for

September’s 2018 JUF Lion Luncheon heard
from two powerful women—this year’s Kipnis-
Wilson/Friedland Award honoree Merle Cohen,
and 60 Minutes and CBS News Chief Foreign Af-
fairs Correspondent Lara Logan.

Held this year at Chicago’s Standard Club, the
luncheon—which raised a record $3.5 million—
honors philanthropic women who contribute to
JUF at the “Lion of Judah Level” of $5,000-plus.
The event featured the presentation of the Kip-
nis-Wilson/Friedland Award, given biannually
to women who demonstrate exceptional com-
mitment to the Jewish community.

JUF Women’s Board President Adrienne
Kriezelman presented this year’s award to Co-
hen, a dedicated leader in the Chicago Jewish
community for 50 years.

“Merle Cohen calls her Lion of Judah pin the
most important piece of jewelry she has ever
owned,” Kriezelman said. “That summarizes ev-
erything you need to know about Merle. She is a
community treasure.”

Cohen, who received a rousing standing ova-
tion, said: “I’'m honored to receive this award for
doing something T have loved so much, that has
given purpose to my life”

Deborah Schrayer Karmin, JUF Women’s Board
Vice President-Campaign, gave the event’s moving
fundraising pitch.

Karmin told the women that when she was
a little girl, she modeled in JUF’s Jewish Chil-
dren’s Bureau Fashion Show. When she com-
plained that her shoes hurt, her mother ex-
plained how the fashion show helped children
in need—and suddenly, young Karmin under-
stood. “The black patent leather shoes stopped
hurting that day, and with each step from that
day forward the power of community and gener-
osity has filled my life with extraordinary mean-
ing” she said. “Somehow, even as little girls,
we can begin to learn to walk in someone else’s
shoes.”

Event Chair Sharon Koltin was one of several
women who gave moving testimonials about
why JUF and its agencies have been essential to
their lives.

“My parents are both Holocaust survivors,”
Koltin said. “JUF has touched my life for as long
as I can remember. My parents have credited
JUF with bringing them from a place of despair
to a place of new opportunity.”

Susan Insoft shared her thoughts as the moth-
er of a young man with autism: “I have worried
about what happens after graduation, and more
so, after I am gone.” She thanked JUF for help-
ing to support Keshet, which provides services to
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Together for good

JUF Lion Luncheon honoree Merle then addressing the women.

persons with disabilities. “My
family and I thank you for help-
ing to change my son’s life.”

This year marks the 25th
anniversary of the Lion of Ju-
dah Endowment program. “I
am proud to be among the 174
women in Chicago who have
chosen to leave a lasting legacy
for our community’s future,”
said Wendy Abrams, chair of
National Women’s Philan-
thropy for the Jewish Federa-
tions of North America, who
lit a candle in memory of those
who had endowed their Lion
gifts as a lasting legacy.

The room fell silent as
award-winning journalist Lo-
gan bravely recounted the hor-
rific events leading up to her
brutal rape in Cairo’s Tahrir
Square during the Arab Spring
in 2011.

The week before the upris-
ing, Logan and her CBS crew
were arrested and detained by
the Egyptian Army. The crew
was blindfolded and hand-
cuffed at gunpoint and their
driver was beaten. They were
advised to leave the country,
which they did.

However, they returned the
following week. “Ten minutes
after we landed in Cairo, Hosni
Mubarak stepped down,” Logan
said. “All T could think about
was getting to Tahrir Square.”

She had been reporting on
the celebrations for about an
hour when her cameraman’s
battery went out. “One of the
Egyptian crew members heard
something, and his face went
white. He said we have to get
out of there, so we decided to

run, but we got too far from
the crowd,” she said. “He told
me later was that what he
heard them say was ‘let’s take
off her clothes.”

Moments later, hundreds of
men were pulling her body in
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different directions.

“I thought about my chil-
dren and I thought, ‘how can
you give up on them?” she said.
“I literally thought in my head,
‘T'm going to die fighting—so
they’ll know they didn’t get all
of me.”

Ultimately, Logan S body-
guard brought in soldiers who
beat the mob away.

Logan said that one reasons
she has spoken out is to be a
voice for anyone who needs
it. “They took a lot from me
that night, but they don’t get to
have the rest of me and the rest
of my life. T am not a victim ly-
ing in Tahrir Square,” Logan
said. “If I can be a path for peo-
ple to find their own healing, I
consider that a gift.” =

For more photos from the
Lion Luncheon, turn to page 53.

Rochelle Newman Rubinoffis
a freelance writer living in the
northern suburbs of Chicago.

2017 Book of Life Corrections

Without you, our generous contributors, JUF would not be able
to do its important work in Chicago, Israel and overseas. We apolo-
gize to anyone who was omitted or was hsted 1ncorrect1y in the

2017 Book of Life.

If you would like to change the way you are listed, please call
the Campaign Operations department at 312-357-4805 or send an

e-mail to BookofLife@juf.org.

We will be happy to list these changes in the upcoming issue of

the JUF News.

Your continued support is very much appreciated.

JUF

Howie and Frankie Alper

Alper Services and David Macknin

Campaign Endowment
Covers:
Howard C & Frankie Alper
Alper Services LLC

David Macknin & Carolyn Berger

The Jastromb Family

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Salinger
Leslie & Thomas Silverstein
Zivin Family Foundation

$25,000

$8,000
$100
$50,000
$30,000

Regrettably, the following members of the Sinai Society were
omitted in the 2017 Book of Life: Nicole Lemberger

Regrettably, the following members of the Chai Society were
omitted in the 2017 Book of Life: Tlana Lemberger

Regrettably, Robin Goldberg, Women’s City Council Chair-Elect,
was omitted in Women’s City Council of the Women’s Division
leadership list in the 2017 Book of Life. =
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HEALTH RESOURCE CENTER

SAVE THE DATE: MAY 1, 2019

BYKNOWLEDGE ;

23RD ANNUAL BENEFIT LUNCHEON

THE LATEST BREAKTHROUGHS
IN TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY
RESEARCH & CARE

$+NorthShore

University HealthSystem

Foundation

Supporting

Myra Rubenstein Weis

Living in the Future (LIFE)
Cancer Survivership Progr m
and a high school pilot program
educating the next generation
about Personalized Medicine, |
as well as other community /
health initiatives.

For information contact
NorthShore University
HealthSystem Foundation
(847) 926-5003 or

Jfoundation .northshore.org/mrw.
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